













https://portal.ct.gov/dph/drinking-water/dws/source-water-assessment-program-swap-reports
https://www.epa.gov/



https://portal.ct.gov/dph/drinking-water/dws/source-water-assessment-program-swap-reports

@ What are sources of water contaminants?

¢ Microbial contaminants: such as viruses and bacteria, which may come from septic systems,
agricultural livestock operations, and wildlife

¢ Inorganic contaminants: such as salts and metals, which can be naturally occurring or result from
urban stormwater runoff, industrial or domestic wastewater discharges, oil and gas production,
mining, or farming

¢ Pesticides and herbicides: which may come from a variety of sources, such as agriculture, urban
stormwater runoff, and residential uses

& Organic chemical contaminants: including synthetic and volatile organic chemicals, which are
byproducts of industrial processes and petroleum production, and can also, come from gas
stations, urban stormwater runoff, and septic systems

¢ Radioactive contaminants: which can be naturally occurring or be the result of oil and gas
production and mining activities

TTHMs and TOC

Total Trihalomethanes (TTHMs): Some people Total Organic Carbon (TOC): Total Organic
who drink water-containing TTHMs in excess of Carbon has no health effects. However, total
the MCL over many years may experience organic carbon provides a medium for the
problems with their kidneys, liver, or central formation of disinfection-by-products such as
nervous systems, and may have an increased TTHMs.

chance of getting cancer.

PSFAS

According to the EPA, Perfluoroalkyl and Polyfluoroalkyl Substances (PFAS) are a group of
manufactured chemicals that have been used in industry and consumer products since the
1940s because of their useful properties. There are thousands of different PFAS, some of
which have been more widely used and studied than others. One common characteristic of
concern of PFAS is that many break down very slowly and can build up in people, animals,
and the environment over time. Initial research suggests that exposure to PFAS at elevated
levels may be linked to health problems.

Waterbury Water Department will keep our
customers informed on plans to comply with
state and federal water quality standards for
PFAS as they are developed by our regulators.

For general information on PFAS

visit

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants in drinking water than the general
population. Immune-compromised persons such das cancer, persons who have undergone
organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and
infants can be particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about
drinking water from their health care providers. EPA/CDC guidelines on appropriate means to

lessen the risk of infection by Cryptosporidium and other microbial contaminants are
available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (1-800-426-4791).
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TREATED WATER QUALITY TABLES
2024

Inorganic Contaminants

Asbestos (MFL) 7

ND

NA

NA

2019

NO

Decay of asbestos cement
water mains; Erosion of

natural deposits

Arsenic (ppm) 0

10

0.00027

NA

NA

2024

NO

Erosion of natural deposits;
Runoff from orchards;
Runoff from glass and
electronics production wastes

Barium (ppm) 2

0.008

NA

NA

2024

NO

Discharge of drilling wastes;
Discharge from metal
refineries; Erosion of natural
deposits

Bromate (ppb) 0

10

ND

NA

NA

2024

NO

By-product of drinking
water disinfection

Chromium (ppb) 0.1

0.1

ND

NA

NA

2024

NO

Erosion of natural deposits

(01l (0] MRDLG=4

MRDL=4

1.57

NA

NA

2024

NO

Water additive used to
control microbes

Copper (ppm) 1.3

AL=13

0.00087

0.00087

0.00248

2024

NO

Corrosion of household
plumbing systems; Erosion
of natural deposits

Fluoride (ppm) 4

0.646

NA

NA

2024

NO

Erosion of natural deposits;
Water additive which
promotes strong teeth;
Discharge from fertilizer and
aluminum factories

Lead (ppb) 0

AL=15

0.00000005

0.0000005

0.00000022

2024

NO

Corrosion of household
plumbing systems, Erosion
of natural deposits.

Nitrate (ppm) 10

10

0.02620

NA

NA

2024

NO

Runoff from fertilizer use;
Leaching from septic tanks,
sew age; Erosion of natural
deposits




Microbiological Contaminants

Human and
E. Coli © ND NA NA 2024 NO animal fecal
waste

Synthetic Organic Contaminants

Di(2-ethylhexyl) phthalate Discharge from
(oob) ND NA NA 2024 NO rubber and
PP chemical factories

Physical Parameters

Disinfection By-products

TTHM (Total By-product of
Trihalomehtanes) NA 0.016 0.016 0.0411 2024 NO drinking water
(ppm) disinfection
HAAS

NA 0.0233 0.0233 0.043 2024 NO

(Haloacetic

Acids) (ppm)

*Routine and repeat samples are total coliform-positive and either is E. coli-positive or system fails to take
repeat samples following E. coli-positive routine sample or system fails to anNOyze total coliform-positive
repeat sample for E. coli

By-product of
drinking water
disinfection







Unregulated Contaminants Monitoring Rule (UCMRS5)

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) uses the Unregulated Contaminant Monitoring Rule
(UCMR) to collect data for contaminants that are suspected to be present in drinking water and do
not have health-based standards set under the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWARS). This includes a
process that EPA must follow to identify and list Unregulated Contaminants. UCMR 5 for Public
Water Systems on 2023-2024 (12 months period-time) includes monitoring for a total of 30
chemical contaminants. There are 10 cyanotoxins (nine cyanotoxins and one cyanotoxin group) and
additional contaminants (one metal, eight pesticides plus one pesticide manufacturing byproduct,
three brominated halo acetic acid disinfection byproducts groups, three alcohols, and three semi-
volatile organic chemicals).

The following list represents the results of sampling Unregulated Contaminants
for entry pointon
2023-2024:

Perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS)

Perfluorononanoic acid (PFNA)

Perfluorooctanoix acid(PFOA)

Perfluorohexane sulfonic acid(PFHxS)

Perfluorohexanoic acid(PFHxA)

Perfluorobutane sulfonic acid (PFBS)

Lithium, total

The detection of a UCMRS5 contaminant does not represent cause for concern, in and of itself.
Reference concentrations are health-based and provide context for the detection of a UCMR
contaminant. In fact, they do not represent regulatory limits or action levels and should not be
interpreted as an indication that the agency intends to establish a future drinking water regulation.
UCMR occurrence data will be used to inform the Agency’s Regulatory Determination process.

For more information visit:
epa.gov/dwucmr/fifth-unregulated-contaminant-monitoring-rule-data-finder



https://www.epa.gov/dwucmr/fifth-unregulated-contaminant-monitoring-rule-data-finder

) WATER CONSERVATION

How can you help protect water supplies ?

® Do not dump! Dispose of trash, waste motor oil, and
household hazardous wastes properly. Check with City Hall
or The Water Department about proper disposal of these |
wastes..

6 Use Pesticides and Fertilizers Wisely! Follow the -
directions, apply only what is needed, and do not over use. ‘ What can you do to save waters:

When in doubt, consult an expert ¢ Check for leaky toilets. (Put a drop of food coloring in
the tank and let it sit. If the bowl turns color, then you
have a leak). Check the over fill line inside the tank and
be sure it's not running over down the drain

6 Report any Polluting Activities! If you see illegal
dumping, waste discharges, chemical spills, etc., please
report them to the Connecticut Department of Energy
and Environmental Protection (CTDEEP) at 860-424- ¢ Consider replacing your five-gallon per flush toilet
3338, the local police, health department or the Bureau with an efficient 1.6-gallon per flush unit. This will
of Water. permanently cut your water consumption by 25%.

¢ Fix leaking fixtures as soon as possible. A leaking faucet
or toilet can dribble away thousands of gallons of water a

@ What about outside? year.

¢ Run only full loads in dishwashers and washing
machines. Rinse all handwashed dishes at once.

N . . . 6 Turn off the water while brushing your teeth or
Water only when necessary. The most effective time is shaving.
early in the morning - never on windy, rainy, or very hot days.

Use water with an efficient, slow soaking irrigation system.
Do not water the driveway or sidewalk.

¢ Plant less grass - shrubs and ground covers require less
water and maintenance, and provide.

How is source water protected?

¢ Connecticut prohibits discharge of potential disease carrying wastewaters into
public drinking water supply sources.

¢ Filtration and disinfection of all surface su pplies is mandatory.

6 Land areas (watersheds) that drain into public water sources must be inspected
annually for pollution.

¢ State and local regulators govern land use and development on watershed lands.

6 Strict regulations govern the sale and use of water company owned land, which
is critical to the protection of public water supply resources.

o - ) The State of Connecticut, Department of Public Health (DPH) has recently
) @ completed an assessment of our drinking water sources. The completed

assessment report is available for access on the CT Department of Public
Health Drinking Water Section's website portal.ct.gov/dph/drinking-
water/dws/source-water-assessment-program-swap-reports
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