
Welcome to the City of Waterbury’s Official
Newsletter!

As we move through February, we
are reminded that winter continues
to test our resilience. This month’s
extreme cold made it necessary to
cancel our annual Winter in the Pits
event, unfortunately; however, we
remain connected and vigilant to
ensure the safety of residents and
staff. 

Thank you to our frontline teams
who keep essential services running
through severe weather, and to our
residents for your continued trust. 

February is also Black History
Month, a time to honor the
achievements, struggles, and
contributions of Black Americans
who have shaped our city and nation.
Their stories remind us that progress
is built through perseverance and
collective action, especially during
times of uncertainty and division. In
a moment when our country feels
pulled in different directions,
Waterbury continues to show what 

unity can look like in
practice. Disagreement is
part of democracy, but
respect and collaboration
must remain our
foundation.

Please join me in
Congratulating our 2026
African American Mayor

for the Day!

Sincerely,
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Community Updates: Development and Improvement Plans

2026-2036 PLAN OF CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT (POCD): DRAFT IS LIVE

NVCOG continues to advance Local Transportation Capital Improvement Program (LOTCIP)
projects. The Exchange Place Roadway Reconstruction and Pedestrian Improvements project
here in Waterbury is underway. Bank Street has been fully paved and crews have installed
crosswalks, sidewalk ramps, and most streetlights. Traffic lights, being installed under
another project, are also nearly complete. Work continues on sidewalks and landscaping.
Milling and paving on sections of North Main Street and South Main Street within the project
area will occur in the coming months. The project remains on schedule and is expected to be
completed by November 2026. Also, Spring Household Hazardous Waste Collection details
coming soon, so save the date April 18  9:00am to 2:00pm at Crosby High School. th

One of the most important city functions residents have direct influence on is
Waterbury’s Plan of Conservation and Development (POCD) 2026–2036 which is
intended to provide guidance to the City’s land use boards and commissions as
they review development applications, support City investments in public
infrastructure (8-24 referrals), and support the City’s efforts to acquire outside
grant funding. This Plan is the City’s long-term roadmap for how we grow, invest,
and improve quality of life over the next decade. By reviewing the draft POCD,
residents can see where new housing may be built, how neighborhoods will be
strengthened, and what types of development the City will encourage or limit.

 

NAUGATUCK VALLEY COUNCIL OF GOVERNMENTS (NVCOG)

The plan also aligns with Connecticut’s new Housing Act (HB 8002), which requires cities to plan for housing growth,
affordability, and fair access to opportunity. Waterbury’s POCD outlines strategies to expand housing options while
protecting neighborhood history and improving access to jobs, transit, and services. Key priorities in the plan include
preparing for the future of passenger rail service, revitalizing Freight Street as a mixed-use economic corridor, and
making necessary upgrades to water, sewer, and utility infrastructure to support growth and climate resilience.
Residents are encouraged to review the plan and share feedback to help shape Waterbury’s future.
 

Celebracion de la Virgen de Altagracia
with Father Diego Jimenez and Father

Andres Galeano 

Mayor Pernerewski visiting Career Academy student
leaders to discuss passions and youth priorities to ensure

future success.

Mayor Pernerewski was proud to
welcome Prime Minister Ulisses

Correia e Silva of Cape Verde and his
distinguished delegation to the City
of Waterbury, especially considering
our city is home to the largest Cape

Verdean community in the entire
State of Connecticut.

DEVELOPING CROSS-
CULTURAL RELATIONSHIPS 

Another successful
‘Cafecito Con el
Alcalde’ after a

spectacular dinner at
Kocina Latina hosted
by Business Owner
Ariel Adames and

other Latino
community leaders.
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HONORING MAJ. RYAN OROZCO, USMC (RET.)

Last month, one of our very own Wilby
High School teachers was awarded the

State of Connecticut Veterans of Foreign
Wars High School Teacher of the Year

Award for 2025-2026. This award
recognizes educators who promote
patriotism, civic responsibility, and

American History. Of the 554
Connecticut high schools, Wilby High
School hosts the only Marine Corps

JROTC program in Connecticut.

Join us in congratulating 
Major Ryan Orozco, USMC!

https://www.waterburyct.org/administration/brassbulletin
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Free Food Distribution
February 14  | 11am - 1pmth

   45 Burton Street    
Hosted by NEST *Limited Supply*
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Mayor’s Office
(203) 574-6712

To post community events, visit:
www.thewaterbury.com/events

CITIZEN’S SERVICE CENTER
DIAL 311

For more community updates,
subscribe to this newsletter via

tdiaz@waterburyct.org

Special Thanks to the PAL Shovel Brigade for
supporting our Elderly and Disabled communities
during the largest snow storm in recent history!

Thank you for staying engaged!


