DOG ADVISORY COMMITTEE

REGULAR MEETING
THURSDAY, November 20, 2014
Aldermanic Caucus Room — 2™ floor
CITY HALL; 235 GRAND STREET

“SUMMARY MINUTES”
PRESENT: Rebecca Calabrese ABSENT: Sgt. Renee Harvey (WPD)
Doreen DelBianco Lt. Dan Lauer (WPD)

Terry Caldarone (Chairwoman)

CALLED TO ORDER AT 7:10 P.M. BY TERRY CALDARONE
PUBLIC SPEAKING: Carla Santos, 350 Bristol Street; Waterbury 06708

RECAP OF TELEVISED MEETING OF STATE TASK FORCE FOR THE “HUMANE TREATMENT OF ANIMALS IN
MUNICIPAL SHELTERS” (“STATE TASK FORCE"”) by Terry Caldarone
e Task Force is comprised of Ray Connors, Supervisor; Dept. of Agriculture; Mark Bailey, Chairman of the Human
Commission; New Haven; Kimberly MacDonald, Veterinarian; Central Hospital for Veterinary Medicine; New
Haven; Sgt. Paula Keller, Animal Control Officer; New Britain
e Ray Connors will attend the March 2015 meeting to speak to the committee
e  Terry was asked to speak at the Task Force meeting on what Waterbury is doing
e A suggestion was made mandating veterinarians supply the Town Clerk’s Office with a report on the licensing
status of the dog

DISCUSSION OF TESTIMONY TO BE PRESENTED TO STATE TASK FORCE AT MEETING ON DECEMBER 3, 2014 AT
2:00 P.M. AT THE LEGISLATIVE OFFICE BUILDING
e Mandating statewide dog training for police officers

e Attorney Dawn DeSantis; Corp Counsel’s Office has been assigned the issue of kennel licensing; research the
history of the legislative statute; whether restrictions can be placed re: the breeding & selling of large numbers of
dogs in areas not adequate in space

e Terry also consulting with Senator Joan Hartley on the aforementioned issue

e State Task Force will look at standards on the interface with rescue groups and municipal pounds, such as
“hoarding” animals
e  Terry will draft testimonies to bring to the meeting on December 3"

e Sgt. Harvey was asked by Terry to speak to the State Task Force because of her background with Animal Control
e *Clarify the statute on kennel licenses relative to breeding in domains that are not commercial kennels
(apartments, houses where space is the issue)

DISCUSSION OF TOPICS FOR FUTURE MEETINGS
e  *Parvovirus vaccinations mandatory in Waterbury possibly
e *Mandates for dogs that are “repeat offenders” with other dogs/animals
e Lobbyist Ashley Calabrese; Updike Kelley Spellacy will speak at the January 15, 2015 meeting re: the process of
getting mandates passed

* Copy of a Resolution presented to the Mayor & the Common Council of the City of New Britain for adoption into law
can be found at the end of these minutes



NOTICE:

October 16, 2014 Meeting Minutes

On the motion of Committee Member DelBianco, Seconded by Committee Member Calabrese, the
Dog Advisory Committee Voted Unanimously to

ADD to the Agenda and APPROVE the Aforementioned Meeting Minutes

ADJOURNED @ 7:35 P.M.

RESOLUTION

Item #32686 - 2 RE:

To Her Hanor, the Mayor, and the Common Council of the City of New Britain:
the undersigned beg leave to recommend the adoption of the following:

Resolution Summary: INTENT AND PURPOSE. To amend Section 6-18 to increase
the fine for roaming dogs and to add Sections 6-22, 6:23, 6-24, 6-25, 6-26 and 627 to
the Code bf Ordinances to require parvovirus vaccinations for all dogs, to require
breeding permits, to allow for inspection of premises with breeding permits, to require
litter permits and to define vicious and dangerous dogs.

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEW
BRITAIN that Chapter 6, Arlicle |. of the Code of Ordinances, City of New Britain, be
amended as follows (inserted text appears in underline; deleted text appears in
strkethrough; new sections begin with the word [new]): :

Sec. B-18. Running or roaming at large prohibited.

(a) No person owning or keeping a dog, shall allow such dog to be in or upon any
street, park or other public place, or in or upon any unenclosed lot or other private
premises, unless such dog is attached to a secure leash held continuously in the
hands of a responsible person capable of controlling it, or is securely leashed
upon stich unenclosed lot or premises in such manner that fhe rope or other
attachment by which it is held or tethered does not pemiit it to be or go beyond the
boundaries of such lot or premises or unless such dog is securely confined within a
motor vehicle which is adequately ventilated. This section shall not apply to any
dog while performing or being exhibited in a bench show or other exhibition or any
gog pa{k or use approved by the Parks and Recreation Commission and the Common
ouncil,

(_b) Any violation of this section for a spayed or neutered dog shall be punishable bya
fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each accurrence.

{c) Any owner or keeper of any unaltered or unvaceinated dog who intentionally or
unintentionally aflows their dog to roam shall be quilty of a city ordinance violation which
shail be punishable by a fine of one hundred ninety-nine dollars ($199.00).

[NEW] Section 6:22. PARVOVIRUS REQUIRED VACCINATION FOR ALL DOGS

Effective July 1, 2014, all dogs who are to be licensed within the City of New Britain per
CGS 22-338 shall have their dogs vaccinated against the Parvoyirus in addition to the
state mandated Rabies vaccination per CGS 22-339b. The owner or keeper of such do
shall submit to the fown clerk a vaccination record by a licensed veterinarian, or a copy
thereof, stating that such dog has been vaccinated against parvovirus and rabies, the
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December meeting is cancelled due to lack of a quorum; next meeting will be January 15, 2015

date of the vaccination, and the duration of the immunity provided by the vaccine. Ne

liense-shallbe Issued-unless the certificate Indicates thatthe-mmunity-provided by the
ine-i i { ing- Failure to have the required vaccination for

parvovirus will be a city ordinance violation and shall be punishable by a fine of ninety-

nine dollars ($89.00) which shall be enforced by the New Britain Police Department. $89
fine

[NEW] Section 6:23. BREEDERS PERMIT REQUIRED

(a} Effective July 1, 2014, anyone wanting fo breed their dog(s) within the City of New
Britain must obtain a Breeding Permit from the Police Department prior to breeding their
dogs. No person, as principal, agent, employee or otherwise, shall breed any dog, cat or

other animal at any place within the City, without a breeders permit. "Breeding” shall be

deemed to have accurred upon the production of offspring, whether such offspring
result from sexual activity or artificial insemination, and whether such sexual activity was
intentional or the result of improper confinement,

b) Each completed application for a breeder’s permit must be submitted to the Animal

Control Division of the Police Department in the City of New Britain.
c) Each application for a breeding permit shall be accompanied by a fee of one

hundred dollars ($100.00) setferth-in ity es and no

breeding permit shall be issued until the application fee is paid.

{d} Each breeding permit is issued to the person, not the dog, and therefore a breeding
permit cannot be sold, purchased, traded, or otherwise conveved from the person to
whom the breeding permit was initially granted.

() No breeding permit shall be granted to a person until the following conditions are

met:
1. The applicant has submitted the appropriate forms and fees required by the
supervisor of animal control for a breeding permit. :

2. The applicant has an indoor space and outdoor space in which to breed the
dogs and raise the offspring that will contain the dogs as well as provide them
with safe, sanitary, and humane conditions, appropriate for breeding a specific
breed, and which satisfies all applicable provisions of the Code of Ordinances

3. The department has evaluated the physical and behavioral characteristics
regarding the suitability of the particular dogs to be bred.

4. The dog identified in the breeder's permit that will be used for breeding must

be micro chipped.
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{f) The department may deny any application for a breeding permit if it finds that one or

more of the following has occurred:

1. The applicant has failed to appropriately license the pet to be bred.
2. The applicant has failed to pay the appropriate application fee.

3. The applicant has a history of allowing dogs to run loose or escape, or has
otherwise been found to be neglectful; has had his/her dog identified as a
nuisance; or has previously been determined to have violated the provisions of

this chapter.
4. The applicant has applied for a breeding permit within the last ten months.
[NEW] Section 6:24. INSPECTION OF PREMISES TO BE USED FOR BREEDING

PURPOSES.

(a) The Animal Control officer or his designee may inspect the premises to be used for
breeding purposes and conduct the evaluation set forth in the above section, The
Animal Control officer or his designee shall give the applicant 24-hour notice of the
inspection and shall conduct such inspection at a reasonable time when the applicant or

his/her representative is present.

b) If the applicant refuses to allow the Animal Control officer or his designee to conduct

such inspection, or cannot be contacted by the Animal Control officer or his designee to
give notice of the inspection within two weeks of its initial attempt, the application shall

be denied.

1. Up to one year after issuing the breeding permit, the Animal Control officer or his
designee shall have the option, on one or more occasions, to inspect the
premises being used for breeding purpose to ensure that the conditions required
to receive a permit are continuing to be met. The Animal Control officer or his
designee shall give the permit holder 24-hour notice of the inspection and shalt
conduct such inspection at a reasonable time when the permit holder or his/her

representative is present.

2. If the permit holder refuses to allow the Animal Control officer or his designee to
conduct such inspection, or cannot be contacted by the Animal Control officer or
his designee to give notice of the inspection within two weeks of its initial attempt,
the Animal Control officer or his designee will determine that the permit holder is
conducting breeding activities in violation of this chapter, and the breeding permit

shall be revoked
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NEW)]_Section 6:25. LITTER PERMITS.

a) Breeding permit helders must apply for and obtain a litter permit for every litter -

roduced by the breeding permit dogs. Breeding permit holders should apply to the
Animal Control Division for a litter permit before the dogs are bred. A litter permit
application should be accompanied by a litter permit fee in the amount of twenty-five

dollars ($25.00 . A litter permit should

be appilied for and granted for every litter to be produced by any animal owned, held, ot
maintained by the permit holder.

(b} In the event that a permit halder or an individual breeder fails to apply for a permit
before the female dog enters its gestation period, the department may issue the litter
permit without penalty if it determines that the failure to acquire a permit was not in bad

faith.

(c) No more than two litter permits will be issued to breeding permit holders within a
years’ time unless the permit holder also holds a kennel license under CGS 22-342.

d) All puppies from each litter shall be micro chipped.
INEW] Section 626. ENFORCEMENT OF BREEDING AND LITTER PERMIT
REQUIREMENTS

@) Any person found breeding dogs without the required breeding and/or litter permits

shall be in violation of this ordinance and shall be subject to the following penalties:
1. Each dog involved in illegal breeding activities in violation of Section 6.23 shall

be impounded and held at the New Britain Animai Contro! facility or another suitable

boarding facility until any applicable licenses are issued or the applicable fines have
been paid. The owner/keeper of the involved dag shall be subject to a fine of two
hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) and shail be responsible for all boarding fees while the
dog is impounded at the New Britain Animal Control,

2. Each person who breeds a litter of puppies without a litter permit in violation of
Section 6.25 shall be fined in the amount of In-addition; a fine-of $20.00 shaltbe
imposed for each puppy in the litter that-the-illegal-breeding-has produced.

3. The fines imposed under this ordinance are in addition to any other fines that
may be levied against the person under other ordinances pertaining to the iilegal

breeding of dogs.

(b)_No dogs will be_returned to any premises which are in violation of the zoning

ordinances.
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[NEW] Section 6:27. VICIOUS OR DANGEROUS DOGS

(a)_Dangerous and vicious dogs are defined as dogs that have attacked, bitten, or
injured human beings without provocation, or dogs that present-an unacceptably high
risk of serious injury, even before causing harm, Snarling, showing of teeth, and
lunging without provocation can be considered signs of unacceptable high risk

behaviour. Any dog that has bitten or attacked a human being or has behaved so as to
impose a threat of imminent bodily harm by high risk behaviour towards a human being
who is conducting him/herself peacefully and lawfully shall be prima facie presumed
vicious or dangerous. No dog shall be declared vicious if any injury or damage is

sustained by a person who, at the time the inj as sustained, was found to be

committing a wilful trespass or other tort upon premises occupied by the owner or
keeper of the dog or was teasing, tormenting, abusing, or assaulling the dog or was

committing or attempting to cormmit a crime. No dog shall be declared vicious if the dog

was protecting or defending a human being within the immediate vicinity of the dos
an unjustified attack.

(b) The animal control officer or his designee may declare a dog as vicious or
dangerous as set forth in the above definition with supporting evidence from witnesses,
police, or other municipal or government employees, repeated police reporis of vicious
or dangerous acts or behaviour, or one on one observation of the dog in question. Once
a dog has been declared as vicious, the animal control officer shall place one or more of
the following restrictions on the dog and its owner.

1. The dog will have to be registered with the Animal Control Division of the
Police Department tewn-elerk as a vicious or dangerous dog,

2. The dog must be micre chipped and the microchip must be activated with the
microchip company and registered to the dog's licensed owner.

3. Beware of dog signs shall be posted up on the residence where the d
resides. Signs shall be posted in a manner as to be highly visible to the public from a
side view at al S

4. The dog must be muzzled at all times when not inside the residence.
5. The dog will not be ieft outside unattended, whether tethered or in a fenced in

backyard.

6. The dog will be confined in a manner whe$%‘ ill, ngt have access to children.
> " ‘ ) Aldermgn Wiifredo Pabon
Suzdond Srelinsky AlderWoman Eva Magnuszewgki
AL 2
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